A review of the detection and treatment of venous air embolism.
Venous air embolism is a common potential complication of several surgical procedures and should be understood by anesthesiologists. The first part of this article, which appeared in a previous issue (Sept/Oct 1991;18(5):29-37), reviewed the pathophysiologic aspects. This concluding segment discusses the detection of venous air embolism and its prevention and treatment.